
 

Regional Behavioral Health Board Answers – Fall 2021 

 
This form is designed to collect information for the annual report to the Governor and 
Legislature about behavioral health services in Idaho. If you have any pictures of community 
events in your region, please attach them. Thank you for your help in improving the quality of 
behavioral health services for Idahoans! 
 
Person Completing Form:  Geri Rackow & Mimi Taylor (with input from the R7BHB) 
 
Region: 7 
 
Contact Email: mimi_taylor@eiph.idaho.gov 
 
Contact Phone Number: 208-533-3155 
 
Please list your Behavioral Health Board’s Sub-Committees along with each sub-committee’s 
Chair name and contact information: 
 
Children’s Mental Health Subcommittee | Teriann Ness-Parker | teriannjness@gmail.com 
 
Bylaws Subcommittee | John Tanner | pust@datawav.net 
 
Please list your region’s top three goals: 

1. Addressing housing needs in the behavioral health population. 
2. Funding micro-grants. 
3. Conducting community outreach for the R7BHB as well as sharing resources, 

information/education, and training opportunities for the community and behavioral 
health professionals.  

 
Please list the top 3 action items for these goals: 

1. Using information gleaned from the Housing Study completed in 2019, dedicate a 
monthly R7BHB meeting to address homelessness in the behavioral health population. 
Community partners would be invited to help the Board develop a path forward in 
addressing this issue.   

2. Review and vote on applications/funding requests paying attention to their alignment 
with the R7BHB mission.    

3. Provide educational presentations and trainings to Board members at monthly meetings 
and share behavioral health resources via the email distribution list and EIPH’s Facebook 
page and website: https://eiph.idaho.gov/RBHB/rbhbmain.html. 

Please provide short answer on your success or outcome.  If not, explain why. 

1. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and not meeting in person, this goal was not pursued.    
2. Funded a total of four projects including 1) ICADD (Idaho Conference on Alcohol and 

Drug Dependency) scholarships; 2) a suicide postvention pilot project to help facilitate 
support groups in the region; 3) counseling services to individuals in the LGBTQ+ 
community in Madison County and the surrounding area through Flourish Point; and 4)  
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providing emergency equipment (like protective lights, emergency weather gear, etc.) 
to the Law Enforcement Chaplaincy of Idaho for the Chaplains to use when responding 
to trauma and crisis situations in the region. The latter two were funded through the 
newly established Martha Tanner Memorial Grant, which was developed to honor Dr. 
Martha Tanner, who passed away in February 2021. Dr. Tanner was a tireless advocate 
of CIT training and promoting the health and wellness, diagnosis, and treatment of 
those suffering with behavioral health issues.  

3. We provided educational presentations and trainings to Board members at monthly 
meetings and shared behavioral health resources via the email distribution list and 
EIPH’s Facebook page and website. Training topics/resources provided to R7BHB 
members, community members, and behavioral health professionals: 
 

• Behavioral health services during the pandemic – resources for clients, frontline workers, 

distribution of hotline numbers, etc.  

• Behavioral Health Planning Council mission and objectives and BHBs statewide overview 

• Optum services and trainings 

• Survivors of suicide loss support groups  

• Grief, loss, and trauma informed care 

• Idaho Criminal Justice Commission (ICJC)  

• Underage drinking – PFS grant 

• Youth drug prevention 

• Regional transportation 

• Statewide behavioral health legislation 

• Policies and updates at Behavioral Health Center at EIRMC, the Center for HOPE, and the 

Behavioral Health Crisis Center of East Idaho  

• Suicide Prevention and Suicide Prevention Month 

• Mental Health Awareness Month 

• Mental health conditions – depression, anxiety, ADHD 

• Addictions and Recovery Month 

• Opioids – MAT, Narcan, prevention, Drug Take Back events 

• Support services and pilot programs for recovery 

• Peer and family support 

• Re-entry services at the Center for HOPE/IDOC 

• Idaho Children’s Trust Fund 

• Citizen Review Panel 

• Child abuse prevention 

• Domestic violence 

• CIT training  

• Crisis Care 

• Children’s Mental Health and Parent Network 

• YES, Wraparound, CANS, PCSPs 

• Working with Families of children with SUD and mental health issues 

• Youth Support  

• Anti-stigma education 

• Motivational Interviewing 

• SUD and mental health data collection 

 



 

Q1: What education and/or community events did you participate in? Due to the on-going 
COVID-19 pandemic, many events were cancelled. Those participated in include: Recovery Fest, 
QPR and ASIST suicide prevention trainings, Community Suicide Prevention’s (CSP) annual 
Suicide Prevention Conference and Memorial Walk, Community Conversation on re-entry and 
recovery support services, ICADD, CIT training, and Donuts for Drugs, a drug take back event.   

Q2: What are the three greatest gaps and needs in behavioral health in Region 7? 

 

 



 

 

Q2: What are the three greatest gaps and need in behavioral health in Region 7 cont.? 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
Please provide a brief 20-50 word quote from a community member, peer, or BHB member 
about the importance of mental health services in your region.  
 
“The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted all of us in a variety of ways. The struggle is universal. 
Although the total impact has yet to be calculated, one thing is sure: there has never been a 
more critical time to provide quality mental health services in our region.” ~ Tim Thompson 
 
Tim Thompson holds the R7BHB seat of IDHW Behavioral Health System Representative. He is a 
Program Manager for Regions 6 & 7 in the Division of Behavioral Health at the Idaho 
Department of Health & Welfare. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. I can be reached at mimi_taylor@eiph.idaho.gov. 
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